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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 February 2004 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 1^ Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1:24 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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10) S The drawing(s) filed on 19 February 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Art Unit: 2875 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following infomrialities: 
In claim 4, the "said plurality of fixed components" lacks antecedent basis, 
because the "at least one fixed component" of claim 1 is not a "plurality." 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7, 10. 13-15, 18, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Westfall (6,663,259). 

With respect to claim 1 , Westfall teaches a reconfigurable apparatus comprising 
one of a household lighting apparatus (item 10 coupled with item 28) and a home 
accessory and including at least one fixed component (10), and a plurality of 
interchangeable decorative adornments (figures 5-1 1), each including a magnet 



(column 3, lines 49-52) and being magnetically coupled to a portion of said apparatus. 
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As for claim 2, Westfall shows the apparatus (item 10 coupled with item 28) 
comprises a lamp (28). 

As for claim 3, Westfall teaches the plurality of interchangeable decorative 
adornments comprise a first set of interchangeable decorative adornments (any of 
figures 5-11) that provide a first appearance to the apparatus (item 10 coupled with item 
28) and further comprising a second set of interchangeable decorative adornments (any 
of figures 5-11) magnetically engageable (column 3, lines 49-52) with the apparatus to 
provide a second appearance. 

As for claim 4, Westfall shows the apparatus comprises a fixture (item 10 
coupled with item 28) and the plurality of fixed components include light sources (30). 

As for claim 5, Westfall shows the plurality of interchangeable decorative 
adornments of at least one of different colors and differed shapes (figures 5-11). 

As for claim 6, Westfall shows the interchangeable decorative adornments of the 
plurality of interchangeable decorative adornments (figures 5-11) are attachable to 
multiple locations (anywhere on item 12) to provide multiple configurations to the 
apparatus (item 10 coupled with item 28). 

As for claim 7, Westfall teaches a plurality of fixed components (10, 28) and a 
plurality of interchangeable decorative adornments (figures 5-11), each including a 
magnet and being magnetically coupled (column 3, lines 49-52) to a portion (12) of the 
decorative lighting unit (item 10 coupled with item 28). 
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As for claim 10, Westfall shows the plurality of interchangeable decorative 
adornments (figures 5-11) includes interchangeable decorative adornments of at least 
one of different colors and different shapes (figures 5-11). 

As for claim 13, Westfall shows the interchangeable decorative adornments 
(figures 5-11) of the plurality of interchangeable decorative adornments are attachable 
to multiple locations (anywhere on item 12) to provide multiple configurations to the 
decorative lighting unit (item 10 coupled with item 28). 

As for claim 14, Westfall teaches the plurality of interchangeable decorative 
adornments (figures 5-11) provide a first appearance to the decorative lighting unit (item 
10 coupled with item 28) and are repositionable on the decorative lighting unit to provide 
a second appearance to the decorative lighting unit (column 4, lines 52-57). 

As for claim 15, Westfall teaches a method for cleaning a decorative lighting unit 
comprising: providing a decorative lighting unit with a plurality of removable adornments 
(figures 5-11), each including a magnet and magnetically coupled (column 3, lines 49- 
52) to the decorative lighting unit (item 10 coupled with item 28); removing the plurality 
of removable adornments by pulling to disengage the magnet; cleaning the plurality of 
removable adornments; and recouping the plurality of removable adornments to the 
decorative lighting unit. Westfall teaches all of the disclosed elements, which are 
assembled as claimed, thus the method is inherently taught. 

As for claim 18, Westfall teaches an interchangeable adornment (figures 5-11) 
including at least one decorative portion and a magnet and being magnetically 
attachable (column 3, lines 49-52) to a plurality of corresponding metal portions 
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(anywhere on item 12) of at least one decorative lighting unit (item 10 coupled with item 
28). 

As for claim 22, Westfall shows the interchangeable decorative adornment 
includes a plurality of decorative portions having at least one of a different shape and a 
different color (figures 5-11). 

As for claim 24, Westfall shows the set of interchangeable decorative 
adornments include adornments having at least one of different colors and shapes 
(figures 5-11). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Westfall in view of McDermott (5.655,308). 

With respect to claims 8 and 20. Westfall teaches all of the claimed elements, as 
disclosed above, except for the magnet comprises a rare earth magnet. McDermott, 
drawn to using magnets in lighting, teaches the use of a rare earth magnet (50). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to use 
the rare earth magnet of McDermott in the decorative lighting unit of Westfall, in order to 
provide a powerful and lightweight magnetic connection (column 7, lines 9-10). 
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Claims 9, 12, 16. 17. 19, 21. and 23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Westfall in view of Bayer (6,712,490). 

With respect claims 9, 16, 17, and 19, Westfall teaches all of the claimed 
elements, as disclosed above, except for the decorative lighting unit comprises a 
chandelier. Bayer, drawn to lighting, teaches the use of a chandelier (2) as a decorative 
lighting unit. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention, to use the chandelier of Bayer as the lighting unit in the decorative lighting 
unit of Westfall, in order to create a more aesthetically pleasing lighting unit. As for 
claims 16 and 17, Westfall teaches all of the disclosed elements, which are assembled 
as claimed, thus the method is inherently taught. 

As for claims 12, 21, and 23, Westfall teaches all of the claimed elements, as 
disclosed above, except for the decorative adornment being formed of crystal and the 
adornment being coupled by one of string, wire, metal links, and a metal chain. Bayer 
teaches decorative crystal adornments couple by wire in a decorative lighting unit 
(column 1 , lines 19-23). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to use the crystal adornments of Bayer in the decorative 
lighting unit of Westfall, in order to provide and overall decorative appearance (column 
1, lines 17-19). 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Westfall 
in view of Azeredo et al. (6,079,855). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Westfall teaches all of the claimed elements, as 
disclosed above, except for the plurality of interchangeable decorative adornments 
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including at least one interchangeable decorative adornment formed of multiple pieces. 
Azeredo, drawn to decorative lighting, teaches decorative adornments formed of 
multiple pieces (2, 3, and 31). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, at the time of the invention, to use the decorative adornments of Azeredo in the 
lighting unit of Westfall, in order to be able to decorate a wide variety of lamp shade 
sizes, shapes, and fabric types (column 2, lines 35-38). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Carter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0959. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee S. Luebke can be reached on (571)272-2009. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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